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Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 4-51 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 4-51 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [D Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 10 





Application/Control Number: 09/580,163 
Art Unit: 2174 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to Amendment C, filed 03/29/04. 

2. Claims 4-51 are pending in this application. Claims 4 and 33 are independent claims. In 
Amendment C, claims 1-3 are cancelled. This action is made final. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior office action. 



4. Claims 4-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Weinberg et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,144,962). 

As to claim 4, Weinberg teaches a framework for monitoring workflow within an 
application having multiple levels of functionality, said framework capable of combining a 
plurality of components from different sources, the framework comprising: 

a. a process level for selecting a set of defined process steps to be applied to a data set 
associated with a set of activities (Astra framework, col. 8 lines 9-20, lines 32-50, figs 1-3; a set 
of attributes, col. 19 lines 23-40); 

b. a sub-process level including an aggregation of selected activities from said set of 
activities, said sub-process level for facilitating navigation between ones of said selected 
activities (status information, col. 8 lines 32-67, col. 10 lines 1-9; a set of attributes, col. 19 lines 
23-52); and 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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c. an activity level including at least one activity from said set of activities; wherein said 
at least one activity having a property in said data set that is modified as a result of the applied 
processing of said activity level to produce an output data set (col. 10 lines 1-33, and a set of 
attributes, col. 19 lines 23-52). 

As to claim 5, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 4 further comprising a 
user interface for facilitating interaction between a user and said application (GUI, col. 9 line 63- 
col. 10 line 9). 

As to claim 6, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 5, wherein the levels are 
assignable to distinct regions of said user interface (figs. 1-3). 

As to claim 7, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 6, wherein said activity 
level further supports a re-use of a previous activity over a current activity, said previous activity 
selected from said aggregation of selected activities (col. 9 lines 18). 

As to claim 8, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 5, wherein said user 
interface includes a screen for providing a display of images (col. 8 lines 32-50 and figs. 1-3). 

As to claim 9, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 8, wherein a current 
activity being processed from said set of activities is assigned to a work area of said screen, said 
work area having a substantial portion of the screen surface area (figs. 19, and 21-22). 

As to claim 10, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 9, wherein said 
framework monitors ownership of said work area by said current activity (the navigation paths 
taken by specific users, col. 3 lines 8-30). 
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As to claim 1 1, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 6, wherein said user 
interface facilitates multiple activities that are processable concurrently (updated, col. 3 lines 44- 



As to claim 12, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 4, wherein said sub- 
process level facilitates a dynamic ordering of said selected activities by said user (col. 10 lines 



As to claim 13, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 4, wherein said process 
level automates a control flow between said selected activities in said set of activities based on a 
rule set or an activity property set (automatically scanning and mapping, col. 3 lines 31-63). 

As to claim 14, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 4, wherein at least two 
of said different sources have different formats (col. 8 lines 46-50). 

As to claim 15, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 4, wherein said process 
level monitors functionality of a current activity based on said output data set obtained from a 
previous activity (figs. 5 and 14). 

As to claim 16, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 4, wherein said 
process level includes a data selector for selecting said data set (activity levels, col. 7 line 55-col. 
8 line 8). 

As to claim 17, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 16, wherein said process 
level further includes a process selector for selecting said set of defined process steps compatible 
with said data set (retrieve a URL, col. 10 lines 16-34). 



64). 



1-15). 
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As to claim 18, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 4, wherein said 
process level facilitates selection between active activities by a user (predetermined size 
threshold, col. 8 lines 53-56). 

As to claim 19, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 4 further comprising a 
tool level for setting a parameter of said activity level, said parameter for updating an operational 
behaviour of said activity level (behavior pattern, col. 8 lines 1-8). 

As to claim 20, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 19, wherein said tool 
level is assignable to a distinct region of a user interface, said user interface for facilitating 
interaction between a user and said application (distances for spacing, col. 13 lines 18-50). 

As to claim 21, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 20, wherein said 
framework coordinates installation of a tool in the tool level region of said interface, said tool 
requested by said activity level (Astra is installed in a client computer, col. 17 lines 54-67). 

As to claim 22, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 19, wherein said tool 
level includes a tool navigator for facilitating selection of a tool by said user (elements 37, and 
71-73 of fig. 1). 

As to claim 23, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 19, wherein multiple 
tool levels are supported by said framework (fig. 21). 

As to claim 24, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 9, wherein a content of 
said work area contains shared properties stored in a shared data context (API share data, col. 7 
lines 17-22). 
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As to claim 25, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 24, wherein said shared 
data context is accessible by cooperating ones of said selected activities for sharing information 
(grouping and access, col. 19 lines 57-60). 

As to claim 26, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 24, wherein said data set 
and said set of process steps form a basis of said shared data context (share data, col. 7 lines 17- 
22). 

As to claim 27, Weinberg teaches framework according to claim 24, wherein the content 
of said shared data context is accessible by said user for verifying that required data for said 
selected activities is present (default mode, col. 21 lines 30-36). 

As to claim 28, Weinberg teaches framework according to claims 4, wherein said 
framework restricts access by said user of selected ones of the levels (to display only certain 
types of information, col. 30 lines 10-26). 

As to claim 29, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 4 further including a 
module for interfacing said application to a database library (database query, col. 9 lines 19-36). 

As to claim 30, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 29, wherein said data 
base library includes data selected from the group comprising process definitions, sub-process 
descriptions, and activity information (recently accessed URL to the current URL, col. 29 line 
22-col. 30 line 26). 

As to claim 31, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 29, wherein said data 
set is external to said framework with an interface to said data set provided by said module 
(information via a network connection, col. 2 lines 10-26). 
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As to claim 32, Weinberg teaches a framework according to claim 19, wherein said 
framework restricts access by said user of selected ones of the levels (specify specific time and 
date ranges to monitor, col. 30 lines 16-26). 

As to claims 33-51, they are method claims of product claims 4-6, 8-16, 7, 19-20, 30, 24- 
25, 28 and 32. Note the rejections of claims 4-6, 8-16, 7, 19-20, 30, 24-25, 28 and 32 above 
respectively. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed in Amendment C have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

Applicants argued the following: 

Activities of Weinberg are different from "activity" as defined by Applicants. 
The Examiner disagrees for the following reasons: 

Weinberg clearly shows that URLs or content objects of Weinberg are not only 
links of Web sites or HTML documents but also image files, Java applets, audio/video 
files, and A pplications (col. 8 lines 32-50); therefore, Weinberg's activities with a set of 
attributes (a set of attributes, col. 19 lines 23-40) can be used to create, display, edit, and 
update information including image files, Java applets, audio/video files, and 
Applications by using the Astra framework of Weinberg as mentioned above. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T Chuong whose telephone number is 703-305-5753. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine L. Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

True T. Chuong . . , 



06/08/04 



KRISTINE KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



